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John 14:8-21 Show us the Father
If I were to take a survey of our congregation this morning, no doubt there would be quite a range of Christian experience. There would be those who could point to a sudden conversion; there would be those who have grown up in the church; there would be those who have drifted into faith through coming to church; there may be some who were once on fire for God, and who let it go, who are looking to find their way back.  There may be those here this morning who are still searching of assurance that faith is real, and those who are here who perhaps wish they weren’t…
People’s experiences of faith are as varied as the people are themselves. And from time to time, we find ourselves wishing our experience was more like someone else’s
This morning, we catch a glimpse this as Phillip puts a question to Jesus.  He says passionately, “Lord, show us the Father – that will be enough for us!”  Read that as, “Lord, show me the Father – that’s what I need!”
Now, why did Phillip ask that?  I suspect it was because Phillip longed some sort of vision or divine revelation, such as the one Peter James and John had been privileged to experience earlier.  Remember Jesus took Peter, James & John up on to the mountain with him?  While they were there, the Lord’s glory came down in a cloud, just as he did with Moses, and the three disciples actually saw Jesus talking to Moses and Elijah – and the presence and glory of God would have been thick about them!  What a mind blowing experience that would have been for those disciples.  “Guys!” they would have said when they returned, “The most incredible thing just happened!”  And they would have been on a complete high, literally glowing as they told the other disciples all about their experience – no doubt leaving the others wishing they had been there too! And perhaps wondering why they hadn’t been invited by Jesus to share it….

Yes – I think that was behind Phillip’s request – “Lord, show us the Father – that will be enough for us.”  
I wonder if sometimes we pray for something similar.  “Lord, I need to feel you;” or “Lord, I need to see what you’re doing in my life.”  Do we ever look at other believers, and want what they’ve got?  Or look at our lives or our situations and want more than what we feel God has given us? If you’ve ever been there – if you’re there now - you’re not alone.

Jesus looked at Phillip and said, "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'?

Jesus was saying, “Phillip – open your eyes! You already have what you’re asking for!”  And he then proceeded to point Phillip to the things he was missing.  
He said,

· I am in the Father and the Father is in me. When you look at me, you see the Father.  In other words, “Look at my character, Phillip.  Look at my nature.  Look at the sort of person I am. In that you will see the Father.”
Then he said, 

· The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.  Jesus tells Phillip that all the things he has been saying, all of his teaching, the wisdom that has silenced the Pharisees, the things he’s said that have turned people’s lives around – were all from the Father.

And then thirdly, Jesus said,

· …Believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. In other words, “Think, Phillip!  Remember everything you’ve seen:  water turned into wine, people dramatically healed, storms stilled, thousands fed, the dead raised…..what does that tell you?  I am in the Father – and the Father is in me.  We are one. You have seen the Father!  
We don’t know how Phillip responded to this personal input from Jesus.  Perhaps his faith was kindled.  But then as Jesus so often did, he took this conversation with Phillip, and used it to impart an incredible truth. He turned to the rest of his disciples, and he said,
I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.

Jesus was saying that what they saw in him – the character of God, God’s wisdom and God’s power would also be available to Jesus’ followers in the same way it was available to Jesus.  And because there would be so many disciples, the impact of these things in the world would be so much greater. We begin to see the fulfillment of this promise in the book of Acts.
It was an incredible promise! And it was just was Phillip was longing for, if he but knew it.  But because the Holy Spirit had not yet come, what Jesus said was probably incomprehensible to his disciples at that point. So Jesus went on to unpack what he’d said, to help his disciples understand:

“Look guys”, said Jesus – “the bottom line is this:  Ask anything in my name – and I’ll give it to you!”
Jesus meant that if his followers were in a situation where they were representing him to the world; where they asked for he would ask for; where they asked for what they knew he’d want; - then Jesus promised he would give them what they asked for, because it would give glory to the Father
At this point, I’m sure the disciples would have been looking at Jesus in confusion, trying to process he said.  How could they ask for things in his name? How were they supposed to know what he would ask for?

So Jesus explained a little more:  "If you love me, you will obey what I command.   He was saying to them, “Look, if you really love me, one of the things that will happen is that you’ll find yourself obeying my commands.  You will find yourself living the way I want you to.  Then you’ll know what to ask for, because you’ll be living according to my will.”
I’d say it was pretty evident to Jesus that his disciples weren’t getting it. Perhaps it was dawning on them that he really would be leaving them, and they were beginning to panic.  So Jesus went on to say “I will ask the Father and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— the Spirit of truth……I will not leave you as orphans, I will come to you!”

Jesus was telling them not to worry – they wouldn’t be on their own.  He was going to send them a “comforter”.  The Greek word there is ‘paraclete’- which is a bit more than just a comforter.  It’s an advocate, a helper – someone who comes alongside and is always with them, sticking like glue.  In fact, more than just with them, because in his next breath, Jesus says that HE is this comforter, and he will be in them, in just the same way that the Father was in him.
Now this would have been even more confusing!  How could Jesus be in them?  He was standing there in front of them!  They didn’t understand about his death, never mind the resurrection and the coming outpouring of the Spirit.  Jesus knew, of course, and was trying to explain, but they simply could not comprehend what he was saying. The concepts were beyond them. 
So Jesus finally says to them, “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.”    He recognises that they can’t comprehend what he’s saying, and says, “You might not get this now – but when the time comes, you’ll understand. Don’t worry about it.  This is what you need to concentrate on:”      

And Jesus leaves them with this statement:

“Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me."
Jesus tells his followers to focus.  “Just concentrate on being my follower,” he says. “Don’t worry about the things you don’t understand. Just obey my commands – that’s evidence of your love for me.”  And then he gives them two precious promises that they can comprehend:

 “He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him”   
Jesus promises that his followers will know the love of the Father in their lives.  He promises they will know his love.  And then this would have brought joy to Phillip’s troubled soul:  Jesus says, “I’ll show myself to you!”

Where are we in our own spiritual journey this morning?  Are we longing to see some greater evidence of God’s presence in our lives?  Like Phillip, are hankering after a ‘mountaintop’ experience, where we can feel or see God? Do we need some sort of assurance that he’s really there, or that he cares about us?  Do we perhaps just want more of God?

We are in a different place to the disciples – we understand about the coming of the Holy Spirit, and how he promises to indwell the believer. We have seen evidence of God’s church fulfilling the promise of the ‘greater works’.
But even so, sometimes we still find ourselves experiencing a power failure in our walk God; sometimes we feel he’s distant; sometimes we are dissatisfied with the life he’s called us to. Sometimes we may even question his love for us.

If that’s where we are, then Jesus says to us this morning:

“Don’t give up.  Continue to love me and serve me the best you can.  Know that I LOVE you.  And I promise you this – as you continue to live in my love, you will know me better.  I’ll show myself to you in a myriad of different ways – in the love of those dear to you; in the beauty of a sunset; in the Scriptures; or the words of a sermon or prayer or song; or simply through the whisper of my Spirit into your heart.”

Let ‘s pray…
