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Bishop’s Dream Guiding Principle 5. Growing disciples by sharing the Gospel with friends and neighbours; baptising and nurturing new believers in order to transform God’s world.

Clip  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0j4iMm4yz8I
If your child or grandchild asked you that question, what would you say?  In the clip, Raymond really had no idea at all, did he?
Living in the times we do, we are very fortunate to be able to look back over thousands of years of God’s dealings with human kind.  Through the Scriptures, we can look back on the history of God’s chosen people, listen to the teaching of their prophets, and see the fulfillment of the Old Covenant in the New. 

Right from the beginning of time, God’s purpose for his people has been clear.  We find it in the Exodus reading this morning:

Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 

you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' 
We find in that short paragraph, God’s whole plan for his people; God’s answer to the question, “why are we here”?

Let’s unpack it a bit.

In these verses we are reminded of two things – our part in God’s plan, and God’s part in God’s plan.  

Our part is to obey God fully and keep his covenant.  For the Israelites, that meant obeying the law that had been given to them through Moses.  First and foremost, they were to live by the Ten Commandments, which placed God in the centre of all things.  They were to be faithful to him and serve him alone.  He was to be single most important thing in their lives.

For us, the Mosaic law has been fulfilled in Jesus, and when we give our lives to him without reserve, and are cleansed from our wrongdoing, Christ’s perfect track record in keeping the law, his ‘righteousness’, to use a theological term, is given to us.  So when God looks at us he sees the perfection of Jesus – not our sinfulness, and our continual stuff ups. But of course, that doesn’t let us off the hook when it comes to living God’s way.  
While we do not have to struggle to keep God’s law perfectly in order to be accepted by him, we keep God’s law because we are accepted by him.  We serve him with our whole hearts because we love him.  
We know a family whose son was a leader on Camp Pelican many years ago. The campers were not allowed to swim in the surf unsupervised.  However, early one morning, a young lady went for a before breakfast dip.  Fortunately our friends’ son was out for a run on the beach, and saw her dragged out by a rip and get into trouble.  He didn’t even think – he plunged into the surf, swam out to her, and managed to bring her in safely. As much as this lad tried to downplay his action, the girl’s family knew he’d saved her life, and they could not do enough for him.  They were so incredibly grateful to still have their daughter.  There’s something in that story of the way we should respond to God. Of course, when Jesus rescued us, there was so much more at stake. He didn’t just walk away – he actually sacrificed his own life in order to preserve ours!   That’s why we serve him.
So, our part in God’s plan is to give God his rightful place in our lives – to surrender our lives to him as our Lord and Saviour, – knowing that we have been cleansed and are completely accepted by him - and to serve him with every fibre of our being; to love him with all our heart, mind, soul and strength.

God’s part in God’s plan is twofold.  

The first component of God’s part in his plan is that we become his treasured possession. Think about that concept for a moment. What does it mean to treasure someone? Is there someone in your life that you treasure?  In other words, someone you deeply value and love, someone you cherish, someone you would give anything for to protect? How you feel about that person is a pale reflection of the intensity with which God treasures you.  Did you know that he has carved your name on the palms of his hands (metaphorically speaking)?  You are the apple of his eye.  
He loves us with an intensity and passion that is so great that he has pushed us out of the way, and taken upon himself the death that we deserved.
The second component in God’s part of his plan is that he has made us to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.  That sounds like Old Testament talk, doesn’t it?  But it’s not.  It has been God’s purpose for his people right from the start – for his people back in the time of Moses and Isaiah, and for his people in Bodalla and Narooma in the 21st century.
We read the same thing in 1 Peter 2:9: 

“..you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

God has appointed all of us to be his priests!  
In the Old Testament, the priests’ duties fell under three main headings. (Service, Teaching, and Prayer) 
1. The first was to minister in the sanctuary, which at this time was the tabernacle, but when Israel became a settled nation it would be the temple. 

2. Secondly, priests were responsible for teaching the people the law of God, and 

3. Thirdly, when God's will was sought for the nation, it was the priests who prayed for guidance. 

The verse in 1 Peter reminds us that we are a kingdom of priests.  As God’s people, we have been entrusted with the same three roles as the Old Testament priest, when it comes to sharing our faith with the world. 

We are called to serve.  Love one another, Jesus told us.  We are called to find as many ways each day as we can, to show love to those with whom we come into contact.  We’re told that God has prepared good works for each of us to do – we need to actively seek those opportunities out, and serve our fellow man.

We are called to teach. We need to recognise that people outside the church are increasingly ignorant of anything to do with God. 

I was at a clergy meeting on Friday night, and was chatting with John Barnes, our diocesan mission facilitator.  He’s at the parish of Gunning part time.  He was telling me of a conversation he had with a little boy at the local school, where he volunteers as a reading helper.  The boy asked him, “what do you do when you’re not here helping us?”  John saw this as a good conversation starter, so said, “I get paid to tell people about Jesus!”  The little boy looked puzzled and said, “What’s a Jesus?”  We’re called to teach!

And we’re called to pray. We’re to intercede for our nation, our cities and communities, our leaders, and of course, those God has put across our path that he would have us share our faith with.
When we recognise that we are called to be priests in this regard, we begin to realise that all of our lives, all of our jobs, all of our leisure activities – are consecrated by God!  They are all special arenas for us in which to exercise our ministry.  We are all called to be priests where God has placed us!

This is where we begin to see the connection with Bishop Stuart’s guiding principles for vision and growth. It has to do with sharing God’s message – the Good News about Jesus, commonly called the Gospel.

In our Gospel reading this morning we have Jesus’ final words to his disciples, and to us, before he was taken up into heaven.

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
We’re commanded to go and make disciples.  We do this by exercising our role as a kingdom of priests.  We are to serve, to teach – that is, to share our love and knowledge of Jesus – and we are to pray. As we do these things – as we exercise our part in God’s plan, God will do his part and his kingdom will grow.  They will grow, not because we are bringing people to church – though that is a great thing to do – it will happen because through our witness as priests in the Kingdom of God, we are bringing people to faith.

So – why are we here?  We are here to love and obey God, to rejoice in the fact that we are his treasured people, and to live out our faith as his priests, serving, teaching and praying to bring people to know and love God as we do.
