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October 17, 2010 Year C

Series on the Bishops 9 Guiding Principles

Principle No 4 Building Relationships

Jeremiah 31.31-34, Ps 119.57-64, Ephesians 2.13-22, John 17.20-26

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be acceptable in your sight our rock and our redeemer.

Cast your minds back to when you were dating. You started to get to know the other person. You went places together, dinner, parties, movies, dances, hanging out on the beach, picnics. You spent time together, you talked, you laughed and you shared part of yourself with the other. I met Max at a square dance one New Years eve. We talked, laughed, danced and started to find out about each other. He asked for my phone number, about a week later he rang me and we began to build a relationship. 

Bishop Stuart’s 4th guiding principle is ‘building relationships with all people since the good news of the kingdom of God is for everyone’. We have looked at prayer being essential, the study of Scripture being a priority and the importance of a balance of Word and Sacrament as the basis of worship. All of these principles look at our relationship with Jesus. With the 4th principle we begin to look outside of the church community and explore the meaning of relationships with all as a means of sharing the good news of the kingdom of God. 

To build relationships with all people we need to first examine our relationship with Jesus. Jesus calls us his friends and as friends he wants to hang out with us. In the Jeremiah reading the people of Israel are separated from God and God wants to bring them back into relationship, a relationship so close that it is like husband and wife. God longs to make his home with his people, ‘I will be their God and they shall be my people’. The Ephesians reading emphasises the close relationship that we now experience with Christ through His death and resurrection. But it goes further ‘For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is the hostility between us’. Through Christ there is good news for all humanity, the old covenant of exclusion with the Jewish people has been fulfilled and the new covenant of peace and inclusion has begun. Paul talks about the reconciliation of both groups, Jew and Gentile, and emphasises the importance of a joining together, being ‘built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.’ 

This building of relationships is important within our church community. Before we can share the Good News outside of our faith community we need to address the relationships within it. Do you hold a grudge against someone or are you angry about things past. Have you yet to forgive your brother or sister in Christ for words or actions that have broken relationship. Perhaps it is time to clear the air and repair friendships within the church community, for if there is division within the church what kind of relationships can we build in the wider community. 

The building of our relationship with God begins at our Baptism. This sacrament is a sign of inclusion, of being welcomed into a family, God’s family. It is also a sign of decision, of making a choice to put God at the centre of our lives. If we were baptised as infants, as Sarah is today, then our parents make the decision for us and make promises to teach and encourage the knowledge of Jesus and our place in his family. If we are baptised as adults then we make that choice for ourselves, a choice to build relationships of lasting and eternal importance.

We continue to build our relationship with God through prayer, the reading and study of Scripture and through worship with all its rich variety.

In John 17 Jesus prays for his disciples but not only for his disciples but for those who will believe because of the witness of his disciples-that’s us. Jesus prayed for us in his prayer-‘for those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one’.

He prays that as he and the Father are one we too may be as one with them, in relationship, talking together, laughing, crying, spending time, listening. It is by spending time building our relationship with Jesus that gives us the courage and enthusiasm to build relationships with all people, to reach out with the Good news of the love and acceptance of all people through the cross of Jesus Christ. Jesus chose to come to earth, he chose to die and he chose to restore the relationship between God and humankind. 

As we grow in intimacy with our God may his life and light shine through us as we are a light to the world, building relationships with all people for the Good News of the Kingdom of God is for everyone. Amen.

