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2 Samuel 11:1-12:13  David & Bathsheba.

Last week, if you were here, you’ll remember that the Old Testament reading was the story of David and Bathsheba. If you weren’t here – in a nutshell, the story is this:
While all the soldiers were off fighting a war, King David, from the roof of his palace, spotted a beautiful young woman taking a bath. He found out who she was – the wife of Uriah the Hittite, one of the soldiers.  David wanted her, and had her brought to him. She could hardly refuse the king! 
Long story short, she became pregnant to David, so David arranged for Uriah to come home so the baby would be thought of as his.

However, Uriah wouldn’t go home to his wife while his fellow soldiers were still fighting, so David’s plan didn’t work.  David then had Uriah sent to the front line, and deliberately set him up so he would be killed.

Today’s reading picks up the story from there. It’s a shame that the lectionary separates this story into two instalments, because the two parts of this story about David are so inextricably linked.  It’s this second part which puts David’s taking of Bathsheba into its cultural context. 
Now, even though this story may be a little unsavoury, there’s much we can gain from it. We can learn something about ourselves; we can learn something about God, and we can find something that encourages us in our own spiritual walk.
As Nathan the prophet makes clear, David’s sin wasn’t just adultery. It was theft. He took someone else’s property.  In the cultural values of the time, a woman was her husband’s property.  Bathsheba belonged to Uriah. By those same cultural values, David did not violate Bathsheba when he took her to his bed and made her pregnant; he violated the rights of her owner, his rights to create descendants by her. 
David might even have got away with it, had it not been for the pregnancy.  As Bathsheba’s husband Uriah was away at war, and David had summoned her, there would be no doubt whose baby it was – so David planned a cover up.  He called Uriah back from the war, figuring he’d sleep with his wife, and then David would be off the paternity hook.  

But Uriah couldn’t bring himself to enjoy such pleasures while his men were still fighting a war. So in the end, David ordered him sent to the front line – into the thick of the battle where he’d be sure to be killed. He ensured it would happen by commanding Joab to actually withdraw and leave Uriah unprotected!  Then he’d be able to take Bathsheba as his wife, and the pregnancy wouldn’t be a problem.  David had just added premeditated murder to his sins of theft and adultery.
We learn that ‘the thing David had done displeased the Lord.’  So God sent Nathan the prophet with a parable to show David his sin. 

In the story, the lamb is clearly Bathsheba, and David is the rich man who took the poor man’s beloved pet.  

Nathan must have been a gifted story teller, because by the time he reached the end of the story, David was fully involved, seething with anger at the injustice of it all.  And then Nathan dropped the bombshell – “the rich man is YOU!! – You’ve done this evil in the eyes of the Lord!”

Yet God’s spirit was at work in David – he was convicted of his sin and admitted it.  He repented.  The beautiful ‘penitent’s psalm’  - psalm 51 - was what David wrote after he had been confronted by Nathan and recognised his sin. And wonder of wonders, despite the dreadful things David had done, Nathan was able to say to him, “The Lord has taken away your sin. You are not going to die.”  

So what’s in this story for us? I said earlier that we can learn something about ourselves, about God, and we can also find something for our own spiritual walk.

What do we learn about ourselves?
David was pretty special.  We know from other parts of the Bible that David was fully devoted to the Lord; that he was a friend of God; a man after God’s own heart.  But David was also human and fallible.  And, like all of us, he had the capacity to give in to temptation and to sin. David was the most important man in the nation.  He was the King – and he was a good one. He had a close and intimate relationship with God. Yet he fell.  
We need to remember that none of us is immune to temptation. We can all fall.  We can all sin, and make a terrible mess of things in our own lives and the lives of others.

While we’re thinking about sin - there can be a tendency in Christian circles to become complacent about it. Very few of us are involved in what we see as the ‘biggies’ – we don’t steal, or commit adultery or murder – I hope.  What ‘small’ sins we have committed, we know we are forgiven for.  And when we commit the next small sin – something all of us do on a daily basis – we know to confess our sin and accept God’s forgiveness.  Sometimes we forget though, that for God there are no big or small sins.  ALL sin is abhorrent to him.  We are the ones who compartmentalise sins into categories – big sins and small sins, bad sins and not so bad sins. For God, to snap at your spouse or to not keep a promise is just as serious as what David did!
All sin is falling short of God’s standard of perfection and as far as God is concerned, all sins are of the same magnitude – and ALL of our sin made the cross necessary.
So coming back to the story, what we learn about ourselves then, is that even the most godly and the most important of us all can still sin and we should never be complacent.  
I said also that we also learn something about God. In fact two things are highlighted in this story.
1.  We learn of God’s amazing love. 
God showed his love by actually pursuing David. He didn’t leave him in his sin, washing his hands of him in disgust. God loved David and wanted to restore the relationship – so he sent Nathan the Prophet to him.  God took the time to confront David with his sin and to give him the chance to repent.
2. Secondly, we learn of God’s great mercy.

David deserved death for what he’d done. He knew it himself. Yet despite the gravity of David’s sin, when David repented and confessed his sin, Nathan was able to announce, “The Lord has taken away your sin.”
Isn’t that incredible?  David had stolen another man’s wife.  He’d got her pregnant. He then took another man’s life to save his own skin. What terrible things he did! Yet God forgave him, and received David back into his embrace.

Where is the encouragement for our own spiritual journey?

Again, there are two things we can take from this story for our own walk with God.
1. The first is encouragement.  I’m sure we’ve all experienced times when we think God couldn’t possibly still love us, because of something we’ve done – or not done. There are times we can’t even meet our own expectations, let alone God’s! There are times, even when we’ve repented and asked for forgiveness, we somehow still don’t feel forgiven. 
The encouragement from this story is that it doesn’t matter how bad we think we are, or how far we’ve fallen, God still loves us.  He loves us enough to not want us to remain in our sin. One of the insidious things that happens when we sin, is that the more we sin, the less it seems to bother us. Our hearts become hardened. God wants to restore the intimacy between us. He loves us so much he actually pursues us by his Spirit – he convicts us and woos us back. (Though we should never take that for granted) In fact, God loves us so much that he was prepared to give his Son on the cross so we could be forgiven!  He calls us to repent, and promises to forgive us if we will turn back to him.
2. Secondly, there’s a warning.  This story reminds us that sin is not without consequences.  Though we may be forgiven, washed clean, and set free from the eternal penalty of sin – there may still be consequences of our actions that we will still bear.  For David, though Nathan told him God had forgiven him and he would not die – there would nevertheless be dire consequences as a result of his sin – he would lose his baby son, and his family would be corrupted forever.  
Whatever sins we may commit, God promises forgiveness when we truly turn away from them – but we may not always be spared the consequences.  The alcoholic who turns from his addiction will be forgiven but may still find his liver is shot.  The embezzler who repents of ripping off the company he works for will find forgiveness, but may still face a gaol term.  The person who decides to take his own life by jumping off a 20 storey building may repent and be forgiven on the way down, but he will still hit the ground!  

Despite the wonderful love and mercy of God, we must never take sin lightly.  

This story reminds us of our vulnerability to sin – we must never be complacent and assume it won’t touch us.  It also reminds us of the wonderful love and mercy of our God.  And lastly, it is a story that encourages us to accept and walk in the forgiveness God offers us, while warning us of the gravity of sin.
Today as we’ve considered this story, if we have been convicted of sin in our lives – now is the time to repent. Don’t put it off. Now is the time to respond to God’s love, and to receive his forgiveness.

I’d like us to observe a short time of silence. Let’s use it to bring before God anything he has placed on our hearts this morning.  Then I’ll pray.

